	[image: image1.png]



	International 

Federation

of Journalists
	JIM BOUMELHA

President

BETH COSTA


General Secretary



Statement by the International Federation of Journalists for the General Debate on OPT
Thank you Mr. President,

The International Federation of Journalists welcomes the report and wishes to bring to the Council’s attention the plight of journalists’ rights in the Occupied Palestinians Territories. 
We support the report’s findings on the responsibility for human rights’ violations both by the Israeli authorities and Palestinian groups, but we believe that the former bears greater responsibility for protecting journalists by virtue of being de facto authority in areas under occupation and control.
There are almost daily incidents in which Israeli authorities restrict journalists’ movements between the West Bank and East Jerusalem, between Israel and Gaza, and within the West Bank itself. 
They continue to reject identity cards, accreditations and press cards, including the International Press Card delivered by the International Federation of Journalists , when carried by Palestinian journalists and media staff, denying them access to areas to important news events taking place in areas under Israeli jurisdiction.
Palestinian journalists and news gatherers, particularly photographers and cameramen are often victims of heavy handed tactics by Israeli security forces, including the deliberate use of tuber coated steel bullets, tears gas and stun grenades against media workers.
At the same time, internal political divisions between the Palestinian Authority and Hamas sometime play out in the form of violence targeting journalists in the West Bank and Gaza who are threatened, harassed and assaulted by security officers because they are perceived as affiliated with political rivals. 

Mr President,

The International Federation of Journalists represents journalists on both sides of the conflict and we have witnessed the tragic consequences of violence, both on a personal level and in its impact on press freedom, which is essential to peace, security and the future of democratic pluralism in the region. 
We therefore call on the Council to promote the democratic process which supports press freedom and independent journalism.

As a first step, we wish to stress that the rights of Palestinian journalists and media professionals can no longer be ignored. To this end, it is important to respect the freedom of movement which is a central tenet of independent professional journalism. Any arbitrary restrictions on such a right are in breach of international human rights law.

We strongly believe that the authorities on both sides should promote greater understanding of safety risks that journalists face, rather than seeking to absolve themselves of responsibilities which, in any event, cannot be signed away under international law. 
In this regard, we welcome the initiative in past years by the Israeli Press Office of handing out to foreign and local correspondents information contained in my organisation’s Code of Practice for the Safe Conduct of Journalism and we would like this continue. We also commend the limited training in risks awareness in the Palestinian territories
Finally, we call for clear commitment to meeting a serious challenge to all sides of providing protection for civilians and media staff in particular through independent investigations of violence targeting journalists and media staff.

Thank you, Mr President
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